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CERIS 
• Center for Environmental and Regulatory 

Information Systems 
• Within Department of Entomology located 

at Purdue Research Park 
• Began with NPIRS in 1983 
• Has Over 25 years Experience Serving as 

National Data Repositories for EPA and 
USDA 



CERIS Projects 
• National Pesticide Information Retrieval 

System – NPIRS 
• National Agricultural Pest Information 

System – NAPIS 
• Export Certification Project – EXCERPT 
• National Plant Diagnostic Network – NPDN  




How Are the Projects Related? 
• NAPIS – Where are the pests? 
• NPDN – What diagnostic lab identified 

the pest and what method was used? 
• NPIRS – What controls the pests? 
• EXCERPT – How do you certify that a 

shipment is free from a particular pest? 



CERIS Resources 
• Shared Infrastructure 
− Office Facilities 
− Network 
− Secure Server Room 

• Shared QA/QC Management and Costs
 

− Director, System Administrator, Network 
Administrator, DBA 

• Shared Technical Expertise 



NPIRS 
• Collection of Pesticide-Related Databases, 

Applications, and Web Sites 
• Primary Purpose is to Disseminate Timely 

and Accurate Information at an 
Affordable Cost 

• Pesticide Product Data from EPA and State 
Regulatory Agencies is Basis for All 
Applications 

• Operates on Cost-Recovery Basis 



Background 
 

• NPIRS began in 1983 and was accessible using telnet 
and a dial-up modem at the lightening-fast rate of 
300 baud. 

• With the advent of the Internet, NPIRS added a 
state-of-the-art web interface to search the 
databases in 1997. 



Applications 
• National Pesticide Information Retrieval 

System – NPIRS 
• Online State Data Entry 
• NPIRS State Pesticide Information Retrieval 

System – NSPIRS 
• Pesticide Regulators 
• NSPIRS Desktop Database 
• Accepted Labels State Tracking and 

Repository – ALSTAR 



User Community 
• Pesticide registrant companies 
• Consultants  
• State regulatory agencies 
• Government agencies and universities 
• Extension specialists 
• Dealers, growers, applicators and public
 



Strengths 
• 25 years experience managing data 
• 20 member advisory council 
• Partnerships with federal, state, territorial, 

and tribal regulators and registrant 
companies 

• Dedicated staff 
• Proximity and association with Purdue 

University 



NPIRS 
 

•Pesticide Product 

•PDMS 

•DSL 

•Tolerance 

•Federal Register 

¾  Over 400 users from more than 14 countries 
¾  Links to Labels 
¾  PPLS at EPA – tiff images 
¾  ALSTAR labels – pdf text searchable format 

¾ Available by subscription 



NSPIRS 
 

•Pesticide Product 

–State 

–Federal 

•Tolerance 

¾  Over 400 users from federal, state, territorial, and 
tribal pesticide regulatory agencies and industry 

¾ Links to Labels 
¾ PPLS at EPA – tiff images 
¾  ALSTAR labels – pdf text searchable format 

¾ Available by subscription 



PPIS
 

•Active Ingredient 

•EPA Registration 
Number 

•Product Name 

•Company Name 

¾  Links to 5 chemical-related databases 
¾  Links to Labels 
¾ PPLS at EPA – tiff images 

¾  Free to public 
¾  Over 3 million hits per year 



State Public 
 

•Active Ingredient 

•Site of Application 

•Pest to be Controlled 

•EPA Registration 
Number 

•Product Name 

•Company Name 

¾  Links to chemical databases, crop profiles
 

¾  Links to Labels 
¾ PPLS at EPA – tiff images 
¾  ALSTAR labels – pdf text searchable format 

¾  Free to public 
¾  Over 1.5 million hits per year 



State Public 



State Public 



ALSTAR 
• Result of meetings over the course of last 4 ½ years 

that involved participants from states, USEPA, the 
pesticide registrant community and other 
stakeholders 

• Secure data management application that 
facilitates the exchange of electronic documents 
between pesticide registrants and state regulators 

• Public repository of state-specific approved or 
accepted pesticide labels stored in a standard 
format, uniquely identified, and available via the 
Internet to stakeholders 



ALSTAR State Participants 
 

• Arizona  
• California
 

• Colorado 
 

• Florida  
• Georgia  
• Idaho  
• Indiana 
• Iowa  
• Kansas  
• Michigan 


 • Minnesota
 

• Mississippi 
• Montana  
• Nevada  
• New Hampshire 
 
• New Mexico  
• New York  
• Oklahoma  
• Pennsylvania 
• Rhode Island 
• South Carolina 
 

• Texas  

• Vermont  
• Virgin Islands
 

• Virginia  
• Washington 


 • West Virginia 

 • Wisconsin 



ALSTAR Company Participants 
• Amvac Chemical • Nichino America 
• BASF  • Nufarm  Americas  
• Bayer CropScience • PBI/Gordon  
• Bayer Healthcare • Reckitt Benckiser 
• Clorox  • SePRO  
• Dow AgroSciences • Syngenta Crop Protection 


• DuPont Crop Protection • Loveland Products  
• FMC  • Spectrum Brands  
• Gowan  • Voluntary Purchasing 
• Johnson Diversey Groups 
• Mandava Associates • Wellmark International 
• Monsanto  



Looking Ahead on ALSTAR 
• Enhance software functionality 
• Identify funding sources 
• Enlarge ALSTAR community 
• Explore opportunities for interaction 
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